
Honey from my bees 

 

Well, from the bees I try to care for!  

If I'm lucky then I could get over 100lb of 
honey from one hive, and indeed I have 
this year, approximately 125lb. But. From 
my other 5 hives I've been unable to take 
any. Occasionally a bumper year occurs 
but there are many variables, so with regard 
to profit it's good that beekeeping is to me a 
hobby. The attraction is, as other beekeepers find, the 
observations and parallels in nature are fascinating. I can't think of any 
other insect that has been "farmed" through a long period of human 
existence for its food and byproducts and now its benefits to health and 
science. I consider I can do some good by trying to protect a wonderful 
natural resource. Mind you, I don't think the bees always appreciate that! 
I try to keep the bees away from humans to avoid conflict. Also, people 
can't see me hitting myself with branches running through the bushes 
being chased by some "guard" bees because I've made a misjudgment!  

My personal difficulty is that, despite preparation, planning and more 
preparation, I still have a problem with my impatience! I can say with 
much experience of keeping bees for 40 years that every year brings 
surprises and challenges and I'm still trying to get next year just right! My 
"Tom Good" approach is to aim for healthy bees with good survival 
rates. 

So. The honey is often multi-floral, from field, hedgerow and garden. 
Although I have only a few hives, I do use different sites close to 
Kidlington and Aston Clinton. The honey is cold extracted and coarse 
filtered. It is not heated unless I have extracted a predominant single 
crop like oilseed rape, which I only gently warm and mechanically 
cream. Now, after all this one might say, "I prefer Marmite"! However, 
anyone can help the plight of bees and the planet - by planting flowers, 
shrubs and trees. 

Just a few thoughts from Roger. A Beekeeper.  
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